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WORLD HISTORY
FIRST ASSESSMENT
SKILL: RESEARCH

To what extent did the French Revolution accomplish 
the goals of liberty, equality, and fraternity?

The Age of Revolutions was a time of great upheaval as the old order of monarchs and aristocrats was 
challenged. The ideas of freedom and equality, ideas that have not stopped shaping the world since that 
era, flourished and spread. In 1789, France, the most influential country in Europe, became the leading 
revolutionary nation. It established first a constitutional monarchy, then a radical republic, and finally 
a new empire under Napoleon. The French Revolution was a moment of extraordinary promise that 
devolved into chaos.  In this project you will evaluate both the positive reforms of the time along with the 
negative consequences.  You will answer the following question:

To what extent did the French Revolution accomplish the goals of liberty, equality and fraternity.

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is fol-
lowed by a brief descriptive and evaluative writing, the annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to 
inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  You are to write four or 
five sentences about your findings that explains the research and how that will affect your project.

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise 
writing, succinct analysis, and informed library research.

First, write a thesis statement. It should be clear what side you are taking and why.  For example, if the 
question was:  Was the invasion of Normandy too great a risk?, a well-developed thesis statement might 
be: The invasion of Normandy was too great a risk due to the problems of weather and tides.
 
Second, you will locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain use-
ful information and ideas that might help you prove your thesis. Briefly examine and review the actual 
items. Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.

Cite the book, article, or document using the appropriate style – MLA Format.

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. Include 
4-5 sentences that:
�� ([SODLQ�KRZ�WKLV�ZRUN�PLJKW�KHOS�\RX�WR�SURYH�\RXU�WKHVLV�VWDWHPHQW
�� &RPSDUH�RU�FRQWUDVW�WKLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�\RX�KDYH�FLWHG
�� ([SODLQ�ZKDW�WKLV�ZRUN�WHOOV�SHRSOH�DERXW�\RXU�WRSLF�



67

For Example:  If you are working on the invasion of Normandy, and were doing research on the weather 
and tides and other meteorological information that Eisenhower had to assess, you might use the book 
below.  Here is an annotated bibliographic entry for a book titled For The Common Defense: A Military 
History of the United States of America.

Maslowski, Peter, and Allan R. Millett. For The Common Defense: A Military 

History of the United States of America. New York: The Free Press, 1994.

This work outlines the military history of the United States.  Chapter 14 
focuses specifically on the tactical thinking taken in the decision made by 
Eisenhower to invade Normandy on June 6, 1944.  The chapter takes the 
reader though the problems of the weather and tides as well as Eisenhower’s 
thinking concerning the safety of the troops and the logistical implications 
should he be forced to postpone.  It outlines for the reader the difficulties in 
making a decision that had to balance the need for the invasion to take place 
and the chance of success based upon the weather.

The above example was four well-constructed, sentences that explained the work.

Additional Requirements:
� �<RX�PXVW�KDYH�EHWZHHQ���DQG����VRXUFHV
� �$OO�VRXUFHV�PXVW�EH�FUHGLEOH���([DPSOHV�RI�FUHGLEOH�VRXUFHV�LQFOXGH��VFKRRO�VXEVFULEHG�GDWD� �
  bases; mainstream news media; Encyclopedias such as Americana or Britannica; 
  nonfiction books. If you aren’t sure if a source is credible, ASK!
� �<RXU�DQQRWDWHG�ELEOLRJUDSK\�VKRXOG�EH�W\SHG��LQ���SW��7LPHV�1HZ�5RPDQ�IRQW�
� �<RXU�ILQDO�GUDIW�PXVW�EH�XSORDGHG�WR�www.turnitin.com.

7KLV�SURMHFW�LV�ZRUWK�����SRLQWV�WRWDO�
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WORLD HISTORY
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE

Step 1: Thesis. Write your thesis statement. Your thesis should address the question: To what extent 
did the French Revolution accomplish the goals of liberty, equality and fraternity?

Your Thesis: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Research & Annotations. Locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and doc-
uments that may contain useful information and ideas that might help you prove your thesis. Briefly 
explain and review the actual items. Then, choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on 
your topic.

Cite the book, article or document using the appropriate style – MLA format.

Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. Include 
4-5 sentences that:
� �([SODLQV�ZKDW�WKH�VRXUFH�LV��DQG�ZK\�LW�LV�FUHGLEOH
� �([SODLQV�KRZ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�VRXUFH�FRXOG�KHOS�SURYH�\RXU�WKHVLV
� �&RPSDUH�RU�FRQWUDVW�WKLV�ZRUN�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�\RX�KDYH�FLWHG

To assist you in planning your citations and annotations, use the pre-planning sheets attached. You 
VKRXOG�KDYH�EHWZHHQ������VRXUFHV�WRWDO�
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SOURCE 1:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 2:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 3:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 4:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 5:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 6:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 7:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 8:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 9:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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SOURCE 10:
MLA Format Bibliography Citation:

Annotation Planning:
What type of source is this? 
(Book, Article, Document, Primary Source, Secondary Source, etc)

What is this source credible?

How might this source help you prove your thesis? (Describe the source)

Compare and contrast this source with another you have cited.

Note: You don’t need to include answers to all four of these questions in each annotation. It’s up to you to decide which 
questions to answer for which sources. Keep in mind that you want you annotated bibliography to be well rounded, so 
you might want to consider answering each of these questions at some point in your final product.
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Step 3: Create your final draft. You may use Noodle Tools to assist you in this process. There is 
an attached a sample format for you to follow on page 81.

Noodle Tools Directions:
Stage 1: Getting Started
 1. Go to www.noodletools.com
� ���&OLFN�RQ�6LJQ�,Q�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�KRPH�SDJH
 3. If you have an account, sign in. First time users:
  a. Click on “Create a Personal ID” after clicking on Sign-in
  b. Choose the option “An account linked to a school/library subscription or trial”
  c. Type in the school user name: “wwphsnorth” and the password “knights”
  d. This takes you to the registration page
  e. Fill in all your details and click register

6WDJH����&UHDWLQJ�D�3URMHFW
 1. Sign-in using your personal ID
� ���&OLFN�RQ�´&UHDWH�D�1HZ�3URMHFWµ�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�WRS�ULJKW�FRUQHU
 3. Choose Citation Style and Citation Level. A description is optional.
 4. Once the project is created, click on Bibliography in the navigation bar.

Stage 3: Citing Sources
 1. After clicking on “Bibliography” choose a source to cite from the drop down list and click on   
  “Create a Citation”.
� ���/HW·V�FRQVLGHU�D�ERRN�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH��&KRRVH�ERRN�IURP�WKH�GURS�GRZQ�PHQX�
 3. Click Continue to the next screen.
 4. Then fill in the details such as publisher, author and other info.
 5. If you are citing a book using ISBN then,
  a. Choose the option ISBN from the Import drop down menu on the top.
  b. Click search. If the ISBN is recognized, the book is automatically cited in the citation   
   style chosen earlier.
 6. Once the source has been cited, you are now ready to write your annotated bibliography
 7. Scroll to the bottom. There will be a section titled annotation. Type you annotation there.
 8. Check the box which says “Include this source in my final works cited.”
 9. Then click Submit. You can cite multiple sources by following these directions.

Stage 4: Creating a Word Document
 1. Once you’re finished with the project, click on Print/Export and choose the option 
  “Export to Word” from the dropdown menu.
� ���$�ZRUG�GRFXPHQW�ZLOO�EH�GRZQORDGHG�WR�\RXU�FRPSXWHU�
 3. Double check the formatting of your word document with the format given to you 
  by your teacher.
 4. Add your heading and thesis statement to the top of the page.
 5. Double check your work against the grading rubric provided to you. (There is a copy on page)
 6. Review, spell check and print it.
 7. Save your work!
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Step 4: Post your work to Turnitin.com. Use the directions below to post your final draft to 
www.turnitin.com. Your work will not be considered turned in on time unless you hand in a hard copy 
on the due date, AND post your work to www.turnitin.com. Work that is not posted to www.turnitin.
FRP�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�DQ�DXWRPDWLF�������

 1. Go to www.turnitin.com
� ���&OLFN�´&UHDWH�$FFRXQWµ�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�ULJKW�FRUQHU�
 3. Under “Create a New Account” click on “Student”
 4. Follow the directions to create your account. Enter the Class ID for your class period: _____
 5. You will need the Class Enrollment Password: _______________. 
 6. Fill in the rest of the info and click “I Agree, Create Profile.”
 7. Click on “World History – Period 8”
 8. Click “Submit.”
 9. Using the drop down, click “Single File Upload.”
� ����8QGHU�´6XEPLVVLRQ�7LWOHµ�ZULWH�´)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQ�$QQRWDWHG�%LEOLRJUDSK\µ
 11. Then, click “Upload.”
� ����3UHYLHZ�\RXU�SDSHU��WKHQ�FOLFN�´6XEPLW�µ
 13. Print the digital receipt. You will staple this to your final draft.
 14. Your project will not be considered turned in, until you have handed in a hard copy, 
  uploaded it to www.turnitin.com, and turned in the turnitin.com digital receipt.
� ����$VVHVVPHQWV�WKDW�DUH�WXUQHG�LQ�ZLWKRXW�DQ�XSORDG�WR�WXUQLWLQ�FRP�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�D�������

Step 5: Final Draft. Staple the following items together IN THIS ORDER:
� �&OHDQ�ILQDO�GUDIW�RI�\RXU�DQQRWDWHG�ELEOLRJUDSK\
� �ZZZ�7XUQLWLQ�FRP�'LJLWDO�5HFHLSW
� �3DJHV������



81

SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Name
Period
Date

Thesis Statement: The depletion and extinction of sharks will have a devastating and irreversible effect 
on the fragile food chain of the oceans.

Annotated Bibliography

%ULJKW��0LFKDHO��6KDUNV��5LFKPRQG�+LOO��)LUHIO\��������3ULQW�

The first chapter of this book details the main different fish and sea mammals that are 
part of the diet of sharks found around the worlds oceans. These populations are main-
tained at healthy numbers due to the feeding habits of charts. Pages 91-93 detail the eat-
ing habits of the Basking chart and the Whale shark. These plankton eating sharks are 
of great importance in maintaining the ecosystems of the oceans. Chapter 11 detailed 
the devastating effect that commercial and sport fishing have on shark populations are 
detailed along with how conservation efforts have been attempted to stave off the extinc-
tion of a number of shark species.

6FKUHLEHU��$QQH��6KDUNV��:DVKLQJWRQ��1DWLRQDO�*HRJUDSKLF��������3ULQW�

This book provides information on how shark populations keep the populations of seals 
and sea lions at healthy numbers. Pages 15-18 showed that if these sea mammal popu-
lations grow to large, the impact on other fish and abalone can be devastating. The book 
details how there are many misconceptions about sharks and how aquariums have done 
a great job educating people as to the importance of these animals on the food chain. 
The last chapter of this book gives information on a number of shark species that are in 
danger of becoming extinct.
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY GRADING RUBRIC
“To what extent did the French Revolution accomplish the goals of liberty, equality & fraternity?”

Distinguished Proficient Emerging Inadequate Totals

Thesis 
Statement

Annotated Bibliography 
reflects a strong, well 
developed, thesis 
statement. The students’ 
focus and arguments are 
clear.

Annotated Bibliography 
reflects a thesis statement 
appropriate for a 9th 
grader. The students’ 
argument is clear.

Thesis statement is 
present but may be 
inadequately developed.

Thesis statement is not 
present or expository in 
nature.

(15 points) 15              14 13           12           11            10            9 8        7         6           5
4        3         2           1

Quality of 
Sources

All sources demonstrate 
careful consideration of 
historic validity and 
sources do not repeat the 
same information.

Several sources are 
credible but others are not 
current or have 
questionable validity.

Sources meet guidelines 
for types selected but there 
is no consideration of 
validity

Sources do not meet 
guidelines for types of 
sources used.

(15 points) 15              14 13           12           11            10            9 8        7         6           5
4        3         2           1

Accuracy

Includes the complete and 
accurate MLA format 
bibliographic citation for 
each source. Sources are 
in alphabetical order. 
Includes between 7 and 10 
sources. 

Makes few errors on 
citations including: MLA 
format, formatting of 
document, alphabetizing 
of citations. Includes 
between 7 and 10 sources.

Makes several errors on 
citations including: MLA 
format, formatting of 
document, alphabetizing 
of citations. Includes 5-6 
sources.

Entire document does not 
follow MLA format. 
Includes less than 5 
sources.

(15 points) 15              14 13           12           11            10            9 8        7         6           5
4        3         2           1

Annotations 
Content

Summaries are accurate. 
Annotation addresses the 
authority of the author, 
comments on the intended 
audience, compares the 
book with another source, 
and explains what the 
source says about the 
topic. 

Summaries are accurate. 
Components of the 
annotation are limited.

Summaries are inaccurate. 
Components of the 
annotation are incomplete 
in many citations.

Summary is inaccurate or 
not included. Little or no 
information specific to the 
source is included.

(30 points) 30         29         28        27 26            25          24 23           22             21 20          19         18          17
16        15        ______

Annotations 
Structure

Well-written, unique to 
the source, avoids vague 
statements.  Appropriate 
length. Explanation is 
included for every source.

Well written but contains 
some generic statements 
OR not appropriate 
length. Explanation is 
included for every source.

Poorly written, many 
generic statements, too 
short. Explanations may be 
incomplete.

Annotations are missing or 
are not coherent.

(20 points) 20           19             18  17             16         15             14 13             12               11
10             9             ______

Overall Quality

Bibliography could be 
used to generate a 
comprehensive research 
paper. Finished product is 
a clean printout.  Font is 
Times New Roman, 12pt.

Bibliography provides 
sources to create a paper 
on the topic but is missing 
some key information. 
Finished product is a clean 
printout.  Font is Times 
New Roman, 12pt.

Sources miss key topics. 
Finished product is a 
clean, uncrumpled 
printout. May not follow 
guidelines for font.

Sources used would not 
create an informative 
paper. Finished product is 
a rough draft or 
handwritten.  Does not 
follow guidelines for font. 

(5 points) 5 4.5           4 3.5          3 2           1           0

TOTAL POINTS 
(100)


